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into the north; one into Scotland, and one into
France, where the queen soon after arrived, to
raise money, and buy arms, and to get what assist-
ance she could among her own friends : nor was
her majesty idle, for she sent over several ships
laden with arms and ammunition, with a fine train
of artillery, and a great many very good officers ;
and though one of the first fell into the hands of
the parliament, with three hundred barrels of pow-
der and some arms, and a hundred and fifty gentle-
men, yet most of the gentlemen found means, one
way or other, to get to us, and most of the ships
the queen freighted arrived; and at last her majesty
came herself and brought an extraordinary supply,
both of men, money, arms, &c., with which she
joined the king's forces under the earl of Newcastle
in the north. Finding his majesty thus bestirring
himself to muster his friends together, I asked him,
if he thought it might not be for his majesty's ser-
vice to let me go among my friends, and his loyal
subjects about Shrewsbury? Yes, says the king,
smiling, I intend you shall, and I design to go with
you myself. I did not understand what the king
meant then, and did not think it good manners to
inquire ; but the next day I found all things dis^
posed for a march, and the king on horseback by
eight of the clock ; when calling me to him, he told
me I should go before, and let my father and all my
friends know he would be at Shrewsbury the Satur-
day following. I left my equipages, and taking post
with only one servant, was at my father's the next
morning by break of day. My father was not surpris-
ed at the news of the king's coming at all ; for, it
seems he, together with the loyal gentry of those parts,
had sent particularly to give the king an invitation
to move that way, which I was not made privy to ;
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